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A Social History of the Development of University Mathematics 
in Brazil from 1810 to 1920 
By Clbvis Pereira da Silva 
Departamento de Mutemcitico, Universidade Federul do Purund. Caixu Postul 19081, 
81504 Curitiba, Parand, Brazil 
I have undertaken a study of the development of university mathematics in 
Brazil from 1810, when King D. Jo&o VI founded the Academia Real Militar, to 
the beginning of the 20th century. I have analyzed the doctoral dissertations that 
were submitted by students of mathematics attending the Escola Militar do Rio de 
Janeiro and its successor institutions in the 19th century and the first two decades 
of the 20th century. My analysis of the dissertations took account of the social 
context of Brazil in the 19th and early 20th centuries. 
This analysis is part of the ongoing work on my doctoral thesis in the history of 
science (history of mathematics), which is to be presented to the Universidade de 
Sao Paulo. The thesis will be based not only on doctoral dissertations but also on 
other original sources, including official documents, manuscripts, and published 
papers, from the period described above. Thus, I expect to construct a comprehen- 
sive view of the development and direction of the teaching of university mathemat- 
ics in Brazil from 1810 to 1920. 
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